The use of amelogenin protein in the treatment of hard-to-heal wounds.
The management of hard-to-heal or chronic wounds places a high economic burden on healthcare services. This problem is exacerbated by the increasing age of the general population, an increasing diabetes population and a high prevalence of such wounds in the elderly, patients with diabetes and those with venous insufficiency. Standard treatments for such wounds, such as compression therapy in venous leg ulcers, debridement and wound care for diabetic foot ulcers, can still leave a significant population with non-healing wounds, resulting in extended hospital stays and reduced quality of life. The use of amelogenin (Xelma, Mölnlycke Health Care) for the treatment of a variety of chronic wounds has been assessed in both case studies and larger clinical trials with encouraging findings. This article examines the findings of studies relating to amelogenin in the treatment of hard-to-heal wounds.